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ABSTRACT:
Independent Eritrea emerged in 1993 as the result of a protracted liberation struggle that lasted fro more than three
decades. Tone of the major linchpins of this long and bloody struggle has been the strong assertion of secularism. Within
the dominant Marxist-Leninist ideological framework of the Eritrean People's Liberation Front (the guerilla movement that
led Eritrea to independence) secularism was portrayed as the only viable solution for independent Eritrea due to its
complex religious landscape.
After the achievement of Independence the newborn State of Eritrea enforced this strong secularist approach by
declaring that the state should have been “secular, separate from religion, yet respectful of the equality of religions”. Yet,
twenty years after the achievement of its independence, the State of Eritrea has developed a rather ambiguous and highly
controversial approach toward religion and its status and role in the Eritrean society. This attitude, beside, arousing strong
complains for international human rights bodies, has also significantly contributed in redefining the relationship between
the Eritrean state and its citizens. Allegedly religious intolerance has been adduced as one of the reasons for the massive
exodus of many Eritrean citizens that has filled the media in the last decade.
Therefore, starting from this complex and often ideologically marked context, aim of this paper is to fathom some
of the ambiguities and contradictions which shape the official policies of the Eritrean government toward religion. In
particular, I will explore the gap between the official declaration of respect for religious freedom and the multifarious
nuances through which religions are practically muzzled and denied of any political visibility, in spite of their being deeply
rooted in people's culture and identities.
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