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ABSTRACT:
Kano is located in the Northern part of Nigeria and majority of its population is Sunni Muslim. Islam has been the
dominant religion in the society since the 14th century and the people adhered to Sufi brotherhood. There are
two Sufi groups in Kano namely; Qadiriyya and Tijaniyya. The former was the first to have appeared on the
religious space of Kano, arguably, in the 15th century, while the latter was introduced in the early decades of the
19th century. The Salafi-inclined group, Jama’atu Izalatul Bid’a wa Iqamatus Sunna (The Society for the Removal
of Innovation and Reinstatement of Tradition) popularly known as Izala came into the scene in the second half of
the 20th century. In the second decade of the century, Ahmadiyya movement was introduced to Kano by a group
of missionaries from the south-western part of Nigeria under the leadership of Abdur-Raheem Nayyar who was
a Pakistani . The mainstream Sunni groups (Qadiriyya, Tijaniyya and later  Izala) treated Ahmadis (followers of
Ahmadiyya) as heretics based on their belief system and the resolution passed by the World Muslim League
(WML) in 1974. Moreover, the sunnis refused to recognize Ahmadis as Muslims because of their belief in the
prophet-hood  of  the  founder  of  Ahmadiyya  movement,  Mirza  Ghulam  Ahmad,  which  according  to  them
contrasted with the main teaching of Islam. It is in view of this that the paper purports to study the history of the
Ahmadiyya  community  in  Kano,  its  struggle  to  acquire  religious  space/identity,  its  relationship  with  the
mainstream Sunni groups, and its inability to get a reasonable followership from the members (Hausa-Muslims)
of the host community in spite of their welfare/community services and more than nine decades of existence in
Kano’s religious terrain.  The paper relies heavily on oral sources due to paucity of written documents on the
history and the activities of the group in Kano.
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