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ABSTRACT:  Historically, labour and mobility represent essential factors for understanding
the  dynamics  of  social  change  and  renegotiation  of  power  structures  in  Africa.  Since
colonial times, modalities of control and management of labour force have played a crucial
role in reconfiguring local economies in the face of changing political contexts, as well as in
the process of state building. Thus, the relation between mobility and work provides a
fruitful perspective to analyse the forms of sovereignty and power relations at the local
level, as well as to capture the political and economic changes in a broader scale.
This panel aims to open up an interdisciplinary debate on the continuity and discontinuity in
the forms of labour control and in the processes of internal mobility within Africa and/or to
Europe and the Middle East. In particular, it focuses on the complex relations connecting
labour  and  mobility  to  the  unequal  access  to  resources  between  groups,  genders  and
generations;  to  the  construction  and  reconstruction  of  state  authorities;  and  to  new
opportunities  for  upward  social  mobility  or  re-subservience  that  mark  contemporary
neoliberal scenarios.
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