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ABSTRACT: Young people in Africa are on the move: from rural to urban areas, from one country to
another and from the continent across the Atlantic and Mediterranean into Europe. The Nether-
lands has been one of the favored destinations for Northern Sudanese since the military coup of
1989, when Sudan became an Islamist state. Based on extensive anthropological research in Darfur
since the 1980s and Khartoum since the 2000s and more recent work among Sudanese migrants in
the Netherlands, this paper will focus on the different reasons and opportunities young men from
Darfur and from the Nile Valley(where the capital of Khartoum is located)have to leave for Europe.
Although economic, political and ecological reasons are often prioritized in analyses of the push
factors of this migration, socio-cultural aspects are hardly ever taken into account. In this paper the
issue of a ‘masculinity-in-crisis’ is taken as a focus in order to understand why young men from Su-
dan embark on the journey to Europe. In addition, the diversity among Sudanese migrants, notably
from Darfur and Central Sudan, are taken into account in looking into different networks both
groups use in order to find their way to and in Netherlands society: to Darfur youths, their ‘home’
locality and ethnicity thereby prove to be important identities, while for specific groups from the
Nile Valley, their religious affiliation to certain Sufi orders, in particular the Mukashfiyya Brother-
hood, provide an important network to gain access to Dutch society.
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