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ABSTRACT:

Drawing on the work of Paul Gilroy my paper will consider the social meanings of freedom
in relation contemporary patterns of consumption. The paper will argue that so-called
‘conspicuous consumption” amongst members of South Africa’s new black middle class or
aspirant middle class is not evidence of crass materialism or the post-colonial condition -
zombi—like mimicry of white standards and norms. Instead, drawing on evidence from
fieldwork in Roodepoort, Johannesburg, | will argue that the pursuit of expensive cars,
clothes and houses is intimately linked to a notion of freedom; one that takes as its object
the individual and as its measure a concept of self-realisation. | will end by considering this
notion of freedom in relation to other notions of freedom inherent in the anti-apartheid
struggle.
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