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ABSTRACT: 

African traditional description of reality is dismissed by the Western orientation as primitive due to
its mode of conveying certain world views. It is argued that Africans use mythical participation to
manipulate the word, and as Levy-Bruhl hinted, Africans are unable to address contradictions in
human existence due to their  mythical  dispositions and conceptions of  reality,  which makes it
difficult for them to differentiate the supernatural from the reality. This paper interrogates the
notion of myth in Western and African tradition of knowledge.  Specifically, it examines the notion
of myth in African worldview and the role it plays in African theory of knowledge.  It contends that
myth is part of the human essence and mode of knowing and it has potential to give meaning to
life.  This argument arises from the fact that ontologically, there is no individual that can live a
meaningful life without certain assumptions about himself, about the universe, about the origin of
origin, about the purpose and destiny of man, about the actions of man and the consequences of
such actions.
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